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Alza Council 
Wednesday, September 3, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Scholes Hall, Robert’s Room 

UNM Land Acknowledgement Statement
Founded in 1889, the University of New Mexico sits on the traditional homelands of the Pueblo of Sandia. The original peoples of New Mexico – Pueblo, Navajo, and Apache – since time immemorial, have deep connections to the land and have made significant contributions to the broader community statewide. We honor the land itself and those who remain stewards of this land throughout the generations and also acknowledge our committed relationship to Indigenous peoples. We gratefully recognize our history.

Acknowledging the Labor and Sacrifices of Black Americans
At UNM, we respectfully acknowledge the traumatic history of brutality against and forced labor by Black Americans who have advanced our country. We are indebted to the enslaved and exploited descendants of the African continent whose sacrifices established our U.S. infrastructure and economy, advanced civil rights, and continue to influence popular culture, agriculture, the sciences, health care, and all aspects of society. We are obligated to continuously recognize, and repair historic and current systemic oppression and injustices placed on Black Americans. We are grateful to them and their ancestors; without them, we would not be where we are today.

Honoring Immigrants in the United States
The United States of America is a country that is built on the strength of immigrants that came here, either voluntarily or involuntarily. Whether they look or speak differently from us, we will do our best to understand, respect, appreciate, and value their cultures and contributions, with the ultimate goal to welcome them and elicit their potential for the betterment of all societies.

Agenda

11.30a		Comida and Conexiones: A time to share a meal and ideas. 
We intentionally provide this space for faculty and staff to connect and build community.
12:00p	Land, Labor, & Immigrant Acknowledgements: Mx. Frankie Flores, Ms. Janet Hurula, and Dr. Magdalena Vazquez Dathe
12:05p		Introduce Dr. Nahir I. Otaño Gracia
12:10p	Ice breaker: Setting intentions for the academic year (your goals, or ways you want to change, grow, or nurture yourself)
12.30p		DiCE Vision, Mission, and Values review and discussion https://diverse.unm.edu/
12.45p	Alza Council: Discussion to determine our charge - which should align with Goal 3, Inclusive Excellence in the UNM 2040	Strategic Framework
1.25p	 	Announcements from DiCE and our partners
UNM DiCE Announcements (for more info, contact diverse@unm.edu):
· Faculty Forward Postdoc and Visiting Scholar Program deadlines: Round 1, 29 January 2026; and Round 2, 9 April 2026
· NCFDD Faculty Success Program deadlines: Summer 2026: February 20, 2026;
Fall 2026 and Spring 2027: May 4, 2026
· Office hours to support syllabi submissions for the Critical Analyses of US and Global Cultures (CAC) undergraduate requirement: 3rd Wednesday each month, 3-4p, via Zoom, https://unm.zoom.us/j/94077804631 [Note September 12th deadline for course to count toward CAC requirement in AY 2026-27.]
· UNM faculty and postdoc job postings to the SREB website and CAC course information: See Special Advisor to the Vice President Dr. Nahir I. Otaño Gracia (nahir@unm.edu)
· DiCE resources
1:30p		Adjourn

Next meeting: what is your DiCE or university genius?
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